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Walking Through Lent

Since Ash Wednesday, we at Providence Presbyterian 
have been following a new path through this holy season 
— learning about one of  the incidents on the Jericho Road 
during Pastor Mary Clark’s sermon on Sunday, reflecting 
on that passage during the ensuing week, and walking. 

Walking is one of  the few activities we can all engage in 
these pandemic days — whether or not we have been fully 
vaccinated, we can find a place where it’s safe to walk while 
we ponder.

As you learn and ponder and walk, please take a photo 
to share — encouraging others to take this Lenten walk.

After the Rain
— Ken Gadomski

At the Memorial Gardens
— Joan Rommes

Municipal Park
— Barbara Fitzpatrick

Baxterosa
— John Baxter



Meditation for the Second Week of  Lent
February 28, 2021

The Blind Beggar at the Jericho Gate
Mark 10: 46-52
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One of  the oldest inhabited 
cities in the world, Jericho is 
located just west of  the Jordan 
River, about 800 feet below 
sea level and nearly 3,500 feet 
below Jerusalem, which was 
only about 15 miles away. It was 
known as an oasis city during 
Jesus’s time, its warm climate, 
freshwater springs, and many 
palm trees a stark contrast to the 
terrain through which the Jericho 
Road wove its way down from 
Jerusalem. 

Because Jericho catered to 
the rich and powerful, homeless 
outcasts often lined the road 
leading to the city gates because 
it was a good place to encounter 
rich traders and political elites. It 
was here that Jesus met “a blind 
man, Bartimaeus (which means 
‘son of  Timaeus’) . . . sitting by 
the roadside begging” (Mark 
10:46). 

Before you walk this week, 
reread the story of  Bartimaeus 
(Mark 10:46-52). He needed help 
. . . so he called out to Jesus. How 

often do we struggle on in life and 
never ask for help? Maybe it’s 
time to do that.

Then, as you walk, ask 
yourself  where in your life you 
could use some help. Often, 
asking for help can be a humbling 
experience. Once you figure out 
where in your life you need help...
ask someone to help you. 

But don’t keep the focus 
entirely on yourself. Also keep 
your eyes, ears, and heart open 
for others who may need help 
but are themselves too proud or 
scared to ask.

As you walk and reflect, look 
around, too. Pull out your phone 
and take a picture from the 
walk—something that you find 
especially meaningful. Then 
send your photo to Nedra for 
the newsletter: nedrabloom@
comcast.net. We plan to share a 
few of  your walk pictures in the 
next few issues of  the newsletter 
and inspire each other to take 
another step on the journey.



Mark Your Calendar
Note: Since we are emailing the newsletter early during Lent, 

the calendar starts with this week’s activities.

March 2  — Closely Crafted
  10 a.m., Narthex

March 3 — Book Study
 Study continues on One Month to Live
 10:30 a.m. and 6 p.m.

March 7 — Worship 
 9:15 a.m., Continuing our Lenten Walk
 Groups 1 & 3 in person; others via Facebook
 After worship, Session meeting
 No Sunday School today; resumes next week

March 9 — Closely Crafted
  10 a.m., Narthex

March 10 — Book Study
 Study continues on One Month to Live
 10:30 a.m. and 6 p.m.

March 14 — Worship 
 9:15 a.m., Continuing our Lenten Walk
 Groups 2 & 4 in person; others via Facebook
 Sunday School resumes; study of  Esther

March 16  — Closely Crafted
  10 a.m., Narthex

March 17 — Book Study
 Study continues on One Month to Live
 10:30 a.m. and 6 p.m.

March 21 — Worship 
 9:15 a.m., Continuing our Lenten Walk
 Groups 1 & 3 in person; others via Facebook
 Sunday School after worship
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In Other News...
MCkeMie 
Mission

Providing a sense 
of  purpose, teaching 
new skills, and 
developing the ability 
to earn money are the 
goals of  Providence 
Presbyterian’s newest 
sewing mission 
project. This will 
create a win-win 
situation for the 
residents of  McKemie 
Place, a homeless 
shelter for women in 
Mobile.

We have been 
blessed by the 
donation of  an ample 
supply of  beautifully 

Mission Elder Becky Baker (right) presents 
a check to Tara Armbruster, Executive 
Director of  McKemie Place. The gift is 
part of  a grant received by Providence for 
community education. Funds will be used for 
educational expenses. 

embroidered pillowcases. Our volunteers will teach the 
women at the shelter how to make pillowcase dresses and 
matching bows for young girls. 

The products of  this cottage industry will then be sold 
at local markets to raise funds for the shelter. To kick start 
this ministry, Providence Presbyterian has already purchased 
two sewing machines and notions. Additionally, we are 
applying to the Presbytery for a Missional Grant to purchase 
additional machines, material, and other needed supplies.  

MCkeMie PlaCe Golf TournaMenT tees off 
this Friday, March 5. Check the McKemie website for more 
information on how you can participate and help support 
this women’s shelter.

Two More waYs To serve MCkeMie are 
available to Providence members and friends. The center 
is still in need of  a van driver to allow residents to attend 
church at Providence. Contact the office if  that sounds like 
your gift.

March 9 and March 16 we will provide lunch for our 
McKemie friends. Due to COVID restrictions, we’ll purchase 
the meals and drop them off, so no need for volunteer 
helpers. But feel free to make a donation to support this  
mission. Make sure your donation to Providence is marked as 
support for McKemie lunches.



lYriCs for sundaY, MarCh 7
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COME YE SINNERS, POOR AND NEEDY

Come, ye sinners, poor and needy,
Weak and wounded, sick and sore;
Jesus ready stands to save you,
Full of pity, love and power.

Come, ye thirsty, come, and welcome,
God’s free bounty glorify;
True belief and true repentance,
Every grace that brings you nigh.

Come, ye weary, heavy laden,
Lost and ruined by the fall;
If you tarry till you’re better,
You will never come at all.

I will arise and go to Jesus,
He will embrace me in His arms;
In the arms of my dear Savior,
O there are ten thousand charms.

HOSANNA — PRAISE IS RISING  
Praise is rising,
Eyes are turning to You;
We turn to You.
Hope is stirring,
Hearts are yearning for You;
We long for you.

‘Cause when we see You
We find strength to face the day.
In Your presence
All our fears are washed away;
Washed away.
Hosanna! Hosanna!
You are the God who saves us,
Worthy of all our praises.
Hosanna! Hosanna!
Come have Your way among us;
We welcome You here, Lord Jesus.

Hear the sound of
Hearts returning to You;
We turn to You.
In Your Kingdom
Broken lives are made new;
You make us new

‘Cause when we see You
We find strength to face the day.
In Your presence
All our fears are washed away;
Washed away.
Hosanna! Hosanna!
You are the God who saves us,
Worthy of all our praises.
Hosanna! Hosanna!
Come have Your way among us;
We welcome You here, Lord Jesus. 
Come have Your way among us;
We welcome You here, Lord Jesus.

CCLI Song # 4662491

I HAVE DECIDED TO FOLLOW JESUS

I have decided to follow Jesus;
I have decided to follow Jesus;
I have decided to follow Jesus;
No turning back, no turning back.

The world behind me, the cross before me;
The world behind me, the cross before me;
The world behind me, the cross before me;
No turning back, no turning back.

Though none go with me, still I will follow;
Though none go with me, still I will follow;
Though none go with me, still I will follow;
No turning back, no turning back;
No turning back, no turning back.


